you. Our provisions will last us then till about the
i Oth Sept ember.
If you hope to save this.Force, no time must be
lost in pushing forward. We are daily being attacked
by the Enemy, who are within a few yards of our
defences. Their mines have already weakened our
post, and I have every reason to believe they are
carrying on others. Their 18-pounders are within
150 yards of some of our Batteries, and from their
position and our inability to form working parties
we cannot reply to them and consequently the
damage done hourly is very great. My strength now
in Europeans is 550, and about 500 natives? and the
men dreadfully harassed and owing to part of the
Residency having been brought down by roundshot
many are without shelter. Our native force having
been assured; on Colonel Tytler's authority* of your
near approach some 25 days ago, are naturally losing
confidence and if they leave us I do not see how the
defences are to be manned. Did you receive a letter
and plan from rne from this man "Ungud7*? Kindly
answer this question.
Yours etc.,
X Inglis, Brigadier.
To Brigadier-General Havelock,
Commanding relieving forced
This despatch struck Gubbins as pessimistic,
especially in its estimate of supplies, a"nd he sug-
gested writing more hopefully, lest Havelock should
~